An Open Letter To Nigeria

“To live in the : “To live in the hearts we leave behind

1s not to die.” — Thomas Campbell

Twenty years have passed since the tragic Sosoliso plane crash that claimed 107 lives, including
60 students - children who should have become adults by now, living among us, contributing to
our nation, and shaping its future. Their loss was not only the loss of lives, but the loss of
potential, of dreams, and of contributions our country may never fully recover.

Our 60 Angels live on in our hearts because their memory continues to call us to responsibility.
Remembrance must go beyond ceremony; it must shape national policy, national priorities, and
the value we place on every human life.

We acknowledge that successive governments, including the current administration, have taken
steps to improve aviation safety: renovating the Port Harcourt Airport, implementing the Civil
Aviation Act, and establishing the Nigerian Safety Investigation Bureau. These efforts matter
and they honor the memory of those we lost.

Still, as Dickens captures in Oliver Twist, we are obliged to “ask for more.” The progress made
1s meaningful, but more remains to be done.

On December 10, 2005, 107 lives were lost. 60 students died - lives cut short by systemic
failures. They were failed by the institutions meant to protect them. And today, other Nigerian
children face similar dangers.

Recent tragedies across our nation remind us that we have not fully learned from our history.
Insecurity continues to claim innocent lives. Students are abducted. Families live in fear. Too
many young people have been reduced to numbers on the news, their individual worth forgotten.

We cannot build a great nation on fear, instability, or forgetfulness. For Nigeria to have
economic strength, we must first secure political stability, uphold accountability, and create
systems that protect citizens - especially children.

As we commemorate 20 years since the Sosoliso tragedy, we choose not only to mourn, but to
demand a safer future. We believe that our 60 angels would want this day to be one of hope,
national reflection, and renewed commitment to ensuring such tragedies never happen again.

Therefore, we respectfully call on the Federal Government of Nigeria to declare December
10th a National Day of Remembrance for victims of aviation related tragedies. Such a day
will honor the victims and their families; reinforce our national commitment to safety reforms
across all sectors, and remind us annually of the duty we owe to every Nigerian child.



Let December 10th become a day when we pause, reflect, and recommit ourselves to building a
safer Nigeria.

A day we decide that such failures must never be repeated.

A day when our 60 angels truly live on.

We do not forget.
We will never forget.
And we ask that Nigeria, too, never forgets.

— With a lot of sorrow, and a lot of hope,

The Concerned Students Association,
Loyola Jesuit College, Abuja.




